
,THE NURSING  RECORD  AND HOSPITAL WORLD, March 30th, 1896. 

0 arzs 
“THE QUEEN OF’ TABLE WATERS,‘ 

EVERY SATURDAY, D 

ONE PENNY. 
“QUI NON 

PROFICIT, DEFICIT.’’ 
EDITED BY MRS. BEDFORD  FENWICK. 

No. 365. SATURDAY, MARCH 30th, 1895. VOL. XIV. 

SPECIAL NOTICE. Ebiioriar. - 
All communications o f  a literary  nature  should be addressed T H E  ATHLONE  NURSING SCANDAL. 

- 
t o  the  Editor, 20, Upper  Wimpole Street, London, W. 

Readers In  the country who have difficulty  In  procuring 
THE NURSING  RECORD from  local booksellers, should send a 
Post Card to  the Manager (to whom all COmmUniCatiOnS 
respecting advertisements and  the business department of the 
journal  should be addressed), or  order  the  journal to  be Sent 
t o  them each  week  by post from  the  Ofices  at 11, Adam Street, 
Strand, W.C. Prices tat Home) twelve months, 6s. 6d.; six 
months, 3s. 9d. ; three months, 1s. 9d. ; (Abroad) twelvo 
months,  9s. THE NURSINQ  RECORD can be ordered at  the 
bookstalls o f  Messrs. Smith & Son, at  the nearest Railway 
Station. 

GotitentG, 
- 

THE ATHLONE NURSING SCANDAL ... 
STARCHED DRESSES . . . . . . . . .  
(‘ BLOOD-DRINKING IN PARIS l’... ... 
ROYAL BRITISH NURSES’ ASSOCIATrON 

I N  ~ ~ E M O R I A M  . . . . . . . . . . . .  
NURSING ECHOES . . . . . . . . . . . .  
MEDICAL MATTERS . . . . . . . . .  
REFLECTIONS . . . . . . . . . . . .  
SCIENCE NOTES . . . . . . . . . . . .  
OUR FOREIGN LETTER . . . . . . . . .  
INVENTIONS, PREPARATIONS, &c. ... 
OUTSIDE THE GATES . . . . . . . . .  
BOOK OF THE WEBIC . . . . . . . . .  
LETTERS TO THE EDITOR . . . . . .  
COMMENTS AND REPLIES . . . . . .  

. . . . . .  193 

. . . . . .  194 

. . . . . .  I95 

. . . . . .  196 

. . . . . .  196 

. . . . . .  I97 
. . . . . .  200 
. . . . . .  201 
. . . . . .  202 
.. * .. 203 
. . . . . .  20.4 
. . . . . .  205 

. . . . . .  206 

. . . . . .  207 . 

. . . . . .  208 

- 
UBLIC attention has not been  suffi- 

ciently directed to the serious state- 
ments which have been made against 

the management of the  Workhouse  Infirmary 
at Athlone. The Protestant rector of the 
town, the Rev. Dr. Campbell, demanded an 
inquiry by  the  Local Government Board into 
the methods of Nursing pursued in this  Infir- 
mary. I t  is not too much  to  say that  the 
abuses which have been proved to exist in 
similar institutions were then shown to be 
present  in the Athlone Infirmary to  an en- 
hanced degree. There are, however, certain 
peculiarities in  the  latter Infirmary which are 
almost confined to  Irish  institutions. I t  ap- 
pears that  the Guardians of the Poor of 
Athlone have  entrusted the Nursing of the 
Athlone Workhouse Infirmary to four nuns, 
who take no payment for their services. Now, 
it may appear at first sight to  be good for the 
ratepayers of Athlone that  they should obtain 
gratuitous workers, and  there  can  be  no  dis- 
pute  that  the  moral tone of the  Infirmary has 
probably been benefited by  the leaven intro- 
duced by these  Sisters of Mercy;  but we must 
insist that  the first essential required from 
,workers  in  Hospital wards is that  they  shall 
be women who are fitted by education and 
experience to undertake the care of the sick. 
The religious life to which a  Sister of Mercy is 
consecrated is above all praise, but it requires 
no argument to  prove that  it is not necessarily 
a complete training for a woman who has  to 
watch  and  care for pauper  patients. I t  is pro- 
bable  that,  to a  large  extent, the discreditable 
facts which have been made public in conse- 
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